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tendered. The probability is that a genuine mistake arose
and that, owing to a misunderstanding of the purpose of the
commission, the Templars failed to realise the nature of the
investigation.
The commissioners re-issued their proclamation and
instructed the Bishop of Paris personally to charge himself
with bringing the matter to the attention of de Molay and
other leading officers in custody in Paris. They and the other
Templars were to have it clearly explained to them that this
was a process against the Order, that all who wished to defend
their organisation would have every facility to do so and be
allowed to appear in person before the commission in Paris, no
matter in what part of the kingdom they were imprisoned.
The Bishop of Paris reported ten days later that the Templars
in his diocese were now fully aware of the task of the commis-
sion and that a number of them whom he had interviewed
were willing to defend the Order.
The first witness examined by the papal commission was
John de Melot. He had been a member of the Order ten
years previously, but it was not apparent whether he had left
it of his own accord or been expelled. His testimony con-
sisted of a rambling discourse in which he said that, while he
had no knowledge of any evil in the Temple, he did not wish
to appear in its defence. He was prepared to accept the
guidance of the commission in all things, but prayed that he
should be properly fed. His confused statement showed
mental derangement and the commissioners ordered de
Melons removal from the court. Six Knights Templars then
appeared, and their spokesman, Gerald de Caus, offered to
submit to any questions. As the knights obviously thought
that they were to be tried as individuals, the commissioners
carefully explained that they were investigating the Order
aad that, while willing to hear the six prisoners, there was no
obligation on any man to give evidence. The knights con-
sulted together and replied that, as they lacked the training